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Re: FWHA Docket No. MC96-18

Additional Comments

I have submitted previous comments on this issue, dated July 22,1996.  I would like to add these
additional comments, if I may.

First, let me say that Frozen Food Express is a company based out of the Dallas, Texas area. We are
comprised of mostly refrigerated trailers, with approximately 60% of our tractor fleet company drivers.
We are a safe and efficient motor carrier conducting business for more than fifty years.

I would like to comment more on the desire of placing more responsibility on the shipper, as well as
the receiver. We would request that both of these categories be held to the same set of accountability as the
motor carrier, regarding safety upon our public highways. Currently ours drivers spend a lot of needless
hours on waiting to load or unload. This not only uses up the hours, but it also attributes to driver fatigue.
If the shipper and receiver were responsible for these task, the driver would have additional time for rest
and would be better prepared for driving.

Secondly, if the Administration is unable to agree on “Rules of Preventability” as a baseline for accident
frequencies, let me suggest that we consider all recordable accidents. We could use the national average of
0.47 as a guideline. This would eliminate all questions as to whether an accident would be considered
preventable or non-preventable. Accident frequency would be calculated on all recordable accidents.

Thank you for this additional time.

Sincerely,

David Hedgpeth
\

Corporate Director of Safe@


